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Opening hymn: 
 
At the arrival of the church council and the bride, the band 
plays:   
Great is Thy faithfulness/Groot is uw trouw O Heer 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
 Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
 Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Second verse and refrain in Dutch: 
 
Gij geeft ons vrede, vergeving van zonden, 
en uw nabijheid, die sterkt en die leidt: 
Kracht voor vandaag, 
blijde hoop voor de toekomst. 
Gij geeft het leven tot in eeuwigheid.  
 
Groot is uw trouw, o Heer! Groot is uw trouw, o Heer! 
iedere morgen aan mij weer betoond. 
Al wat ik nodig had, hebt Gij gegeven. 
Groot is uw trouw, o Heer, 
aan mij betoond.  
 
This song was one of the favorite hymns of William’ s father. 
One of his letters, in which he mentions this hymn, is included 
in this booklet.  
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Silent prayer  
 
 
Call to worship:  
 
Our help and our strength 
Is in the name of the Lord 
Who made heaven and earth 
Who is faithful in all eternity 
And never abandons the works of His hands 
 
Grace and peace be unto you, from God our father 
And of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen 
 
 
Opening verse:  
‘God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them.’ (1 John 4:16b) 
 
 
The band plays: Turn your eyes upon Jesus 
(in answer to the opening verse) 
 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus 
Look full in His wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace  
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The apostles’ creed  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of the saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for the opening of the Scripture and enlightenment by 
the Holy Spirit 
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Scripture Reading: Psalm 1  

1Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 

2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 

3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

    which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither— 

    whatever they do prospers. 

4 Not so the wicked! 

    They are like chaff 

    that the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 
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Sermon:  

‘A good start’ 

Congregation of God, dear friends and family, and especially 

William and Gabrielle.  

Psalm 1… your own choice. Beautiful. Bullseye. The Psalms are 

life songs. They are about us. They are about God. They are 

about life. They are about Jesus. The Psalms form a prayer 

book, full of wisdom for people who want to live their daily 

lives as disciples of Jesus. Likewise, in marriage.  

The book of Psalms consists of five parts of books.  This 

reminds us of the five books of Moses… the Torah! Just like 

those books, the 150 psalms offer a way of life. Torah, 

pointing, teaching the art of life. The Psalms help you to learn 

how to live. They contain all the emotions that a person can 

experience: joy, shame, hope, despair, disappointment, 

loneliness, love, fear, anger, peace, doubt, pain, passion…    

The psalms shape you thoughts, your prayers and your 

emotions.  

Psalm 1 appears to be purposely placed at the beginning. And 

it all leads to the song of joy which is Psalm 150.  

Departure point: Blessed is the man, the person… Blissful the 

person…  

The search for joy is always our motivation. The Jewish 

psychiatrist Viktor Frankl says: You cannot strive toward Joy; it 

is a by product of a purposeful life, of a life with a goal.  
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This is exactly what Psalm 1 promises us: Joy, not as goal in 

itself, but joy that is realised as consequence of a moral 

choice: Blessed, Joyful is that man that does not go along with 

those who do evil…  

The first Hebrew word ‘ASjR’ already carries much meaning. It 

refers to GOING instead of BEING. It carries motion. Progress, 

even in struggle. Avoiding standing still.  

 

Joy is realised as a product, as fruit of a moral, ethical life… of 

a lifestyle… your curriculum vitae… your CV.  

Which way will you go? In your married life? The broad path… 

the one with the least resistance, on which we totally do as 

we please? Where everything is self-centric. Or the narrow 

way… where we have to do our best and where there is moral 

instruction and directions. The fact that directions are useful 

can be illustrated in traffic: Signs which point us away from 

dead ends, and towards continuous / (open?) roads. This is 

also true for our spiritual health and wellbeing.  

There are dead ends, and there are continuous roads.  

Now, all this sounds pretty black and white. Psalm 1 is a black 

and white psalm. Two ways of life. Brought back to their 

essence. In reality, they cross paths with each other. Besides 

black and white, there are also different shades of grey. This 

nuance is also seen in the psalms, but in this case everything 

is focused. Two lifestyles. There are the righteous and the 

ungodly. You are good, or evil. Where do you stand? What is 

your perspective on this issue? The psalm steers toward 

making a choice. Not; What kind of person are you? But: 
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What do let influence you? What do you allow to fill your 

thoughts…? Which words, texts, images… sounds do you allow 

in your life?  

The life that you lead matters! Really…  

Martin Buber, a jewish philosopher, interprets the first word 

as an exclamation: ‘ Oh, how joyful is the one…! 

Indescribable…!!! 

Then there comes the warning: do not walk in the way of 

those who do evil, nor stand in the way of sinners, or seat in 

the seat of the scornful. People who do not go in God’s way, 

are called different names: godless, sinners, wicked. Mockers. 

People who live apart for God, broken away fro God and His 

beneficial directions. The psalmist says: their path is a dead 

end. In contrast, the positive choice is highlighted. Life on the 

narrow way, the morale way, the enriching way , the way of 

deep insight, of deep joy and of happiness! 

It is the way of the righteous… No, this here does not refer to 

the perfect person, but to one who yearns to live life as God’s 

hand leads. Love God above all and your neighbour as 

yourself.  

The righteous (and in him we recognise Jesus Christ) does 

NOT do three things… verse 1. Walking, standing and sitting. 

Two things he does do: delighting in God’s law and meditating 

on this constantly.  

This Psalm point our attention to God’s law in our hearts and 

lives.  
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To have pleasure in it, an intense joy! Joy in God’s word. 

Meditating, submerging yourself in it. There is a word which is 

used for the cooing of a dove, the growl of a lion. It is 

‘mumuringly musing’. To tackle God’s word as a dog with a 

bone. The tsaddiq reads the torah, not only with his eyes, but 

also with his ears. He realises that it will takes time before 

God’s word becomes as flesh and blood in his life.  

 The way of meditating on God’s word is described here as the 

way of success.  

God gives a deep joy… A joy which grows through intensely 

living in God’s Word.  

Spend much time with God’s word. God’s wholesome 

instruction is such a contrast to the urges of the flesh, and 

also a contrast to the depths of our soul. Tip: those who 

memorise bible verses can meditate on them any moment of 

the day (or night). Listen to what God has to say in all 

circumstances of your life… also in your marriage life. This 

requires discipline. Avoid places in which you can be 

distracted. Guard your time… otherwise the exercises of the 

Thora can easily be pushed aside.  

Later in the psalm, the picture is painted of a tree, by streams 

of water. Beautiful and green. Fruitful.  

Do you want to be blown away by the wind, like chaff? Do you 

want a meaningless life… a lost life? Or do you want to lead a 

meaningful life. Answering to the call and goal of our Creator?  

Fruitfulness and success are not measured by the standards of 

the world and society, but by the standards of God’s word.  
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A fruitful life… a life in which you may be a blessing. This is the 

picture that Jesus paints us when he speaks of the vine and 

the branches. He is the true vine… and you are the branches. 

Abide in me, he says… without him, without His word… 

without His Holy Spirit, we are helpless! But if we pray for the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, prayerfully through the Holy Spirit 

we will bear fruit. We are then freed from actively seeking 

after fruitfulness. Submerge yourself in God’s word… Absorb 

the Living Water. Only then does Life begin to flow.  

Psalm 1 points us the way to Jesus Christ. He also prayed this 

psalm. I would say: ‘the righteous’ is Jesus..  

Live together with Him… that means: Let His words live in you. 

Those who organise their lives, their marriage lives… 

according to God’s word, and who lives by it, is as a wiseman 

who builds his house ono the rock.  

It is walking on the narrow path… not a cramped/stuffy way, 

but in the footsteps of Jesus. And that is the right way. Jesus 

didn’t choose the way with the least resistance for himself. He 

chose the way with the most resistance, the dead-end. De 

way of complete obedience to the Thora… It cost Him His life. 

An artist drew the Crucified on a traffic board alongside a path 

that was a dead end. Above it, it read ‘This path is a dead end. 

Yes, but despite this, it is the key to the gate of life… of peace 

and Joy… Easter. Jesus is risen from the dead.  
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William and Gabrielle… the way of Jesus is that which is 

described in Psalm 1. The way to follow Christ is that of the 

psalm. Also psalm 1… to form your marriage to Jesus’ 

example.  

Christ and His Church… the Bridegroom and the bride… 

William and Gabrielle.  

Don’t owe anyone anything, but love; the one who loves 

another, has fulfilled the Torah. God’s wholesome instruction.  

William and Gabrielle, let God fill your hearts with His love. 

Like a tree planted oinnthe gospel.  

Learn from Him, what love is.  

His love means self-surrender. He asked for nothing, 

expected nothing. But he Gave. Not just something, but 

Himself… Fully. In the world, people love you for WHAT you 

are.  

Christ teaches us to say to each other: I love you because you 

are YOU… with God’s love.  

His love is a caring/provident love. Christ is also referred to 

as the preserver of the body. Provident love, which maintains 

physical wellbeing, protects from danger, rescues from 

danger. That is how we should care for each other.  

His love is a forgiving love. It is out of love that God sent His 

son for the reconciliation of our sins. If this is the foundation 

from which we live, this will also take shape in our marriage. 

Forgiving love… is that not the salvation of your marriage? 
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Without this, blockages arise, and fellowship is inhibited. 

Something keeps irritating.. we resent instead of forgive.  

His love is perpetual. Sustainable faithfulness. Christ does not 

abandon us, even if we make a mess of our life. He didn’t 

choose for Himself above his church-bride. He loved till death. 

In His love rest the foundation and example, the base and the 

wellspring of faithfulness to each other in marriage. 

Faithfulness, that survives through the grace of forgiveness.  

His love is comprehensive. A all-inclusive relationship. Christ, 

the bridegroom bought His church bride with body and soul.  

Look… and do you now see His love? This wellspring is 

essential. If you are now deeply amazed by it, then you will be 

compelled to love Him above all else… and your neighbour as 

yourself… WITH THE SAME LOVE! And your closest neighbour 

is your partner, you spouse. Loving God above all else, and 

your neighbour as yourself. That is the Torah…  

 

Blessed are you! 

And that life ends with Psalm 150… Hallelujah!  

Amen.  
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Offertory: 

Psalm 1 – Sons of Korah 
 
Blessed is the man, the man who does not walk, in the counsel 
of the wicked 
Blessed is the man, who doesn't stand in the sinner's way, 
Or sit in the seat of the mocker. 
Blessed is the man, Blessed is the man 
 
Blessed is the man, that man for his delight, is in the law of the 
LORD, 
Blessed is the man, that man who meditates, 
On the word both day and night. 
And he shall be like a tree, that's planted by streams, 
Which yields, its fruit in a season; 
And whatever he does will prosper, all that he does succeeds; 
His leaf shall not wither. 
 
Not so the wicked! They will be like chaff,  
That the wind will blow away 
Therefore the wicked man, in the judgment will not stand, 
Nor the sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
For God watches over the way, the way of godly men, 
But the way of the wicked their way will perish. 
Blessed is the man, the man for his delight, is in the word of 
the LORD. 
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Solemnization of marriage: 
 
The institution of marriage 
We have come together in the presence of God with William 
Enyou Chong and Gabriëlle Jeanne Heijboer to ask for God’s 
blessing in their marriage.  
As a Christian congregation, we profess that marriage has been 
implemented by God Himself, as a covenant for life. He 
created man and woman. God said: ‘It is not good that the 
man should be alone. I will make him a helper fit for him. 
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves 
to his wife, and they become one flesh.’ The Lord Jesus Christ 
adds: ‘Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate’.  
The apostle Paul teaches us that the unity of husband and wife 
in marriage is a profound mystery, reflecting the relationship 
between Christ and his Church.   
Therefore, no one should treat marriage lightly, but only in 
thankful awareness of what God meant for this institution.  
And for better or for worse, also in married life, we trust in 
God’s help, who instituted marriage Himself.  
 
The purpose of marriage 
The Word of God also teaches us about the purpose of 
marriage.  
First, that man and wife shall form a unity bound together by 
sincere love. They belong together and are there for each 
other to support and assist each other in all things concerning 
temporal and eternal life.  
Second, that husband and wife shall teach their children (if it 

pleases God to give them children) in the ways of the Lord. The 

Christian family is a building block of the congregation and in 
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society. They will precede all who are provided hospitality 

under their roof as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Third, that the gift of sexuality inside the covenant may be 
enjoyed in holiness, thankfulness and security so that our 
bodies may be preserved as bodies in the Holy Spirit and that 
we may glorify God. 
 
The duties of marriage 
Bridegroom and bride, hear from the Word of God what the 
Lord requires of you in marriage.  
 
Bridegroom, you shall love your wife as Christ loved His 
Church. As Christ is the Head of the Church and gave Himself 
up for her, so you are expected to fully devote yourself for the 
well-being of your wife, by loving, serving, leading, protecting 
and respecting her. 
 
Bride, God has bound you to your husband just as the Church 
is bound to Christ. As the Church loves and serves her Lord, so 
you are expected to love, serve and respect your husband.  
 
In accordance with God’s commandments you will both 
commit to your duties faithfully.  
Trusting God, you will take good care of your family, so that 
everyone in your care will be thankful for it.  
Do not forget that your family is part of a bigger community. 
You carry responsibility for the neighbor in need, for the 
church and for society. 
 
Finally, if you find difficulties with each other, look to each 
other as children of God, called to eternal life. Learn to forgive 
each other, so that as the Bible tells us, your prayers will not 
be hindered. 
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Exchanging of marriage vows  
 
Because no lawful objection has been brought forward, we will 
proceed to the exchanging of marriage vows. You are entering 
this marriage in the name of the Lord, who created heaven 
and earth. 
Gabriëlle and William would like to exchange their vows.  I will 
now invite them to do so while looking at each other.  
 
Bridegroom: 
Gabriëlle Jeanne Heijboer,  
I profess before God and his Church, 
That I will accept you as a gift from God’s hand 
And I promise to serve, lead and respect you 
According to God’s commandments, in love and faithfulness 
For better and for worse 
For richer and poorer 
In sickness and health 
Until death do us part 
 
Personal vows 
 
Bride:  
William Enyou Chong,  
I profess before God and his Church, 
That I will accept you as a gift from God’s hand 
And I promise to serve, lead and respect you 
According to God’s commandments, in love and faithfulness 
For better and for worse 
For richer and poorer 
In sickness and health 
Until death do us part 

Personal vows  
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Both are asked: 
Will you take care and responsibility for all who are being given 
to your care? 
Answer: Yes, we will. 
 
We have heard your answer, it has been spoken in the 
presence of the Lord. 
 
 
Worship Psalm 136: 1 en 3 
 
Praise the Lord, He is good 
Praise Him with a joyful heart 
Because His grace, spread all over the earth 
Will endure forever more 
 
Praise the Lord of Lords 
Kneel humbly before Him 
Because His grace, spread all over the earth 
Will endure forever more 
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Prayer and benediction for the bride and groom 
 
Psalm 134: 3  
Dat 's HEEREN zegen op u daal'; 
Zijn gunst uit Sion u bestraal'; 
Hij schiep 't heelal, Zijn naam ter eer; 
Looft, looft dan aller heren HEER. 

(May the Lord bless you 
His grace from Zion shine upon you 
He created the universe, to honor His name 
Praise the Lord of Lords) 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him oh creatures, here below 
Praise Him above ye heav’nly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
 
 
Exchanging of rings  
 
 
Presenting the marriage Bible  
 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving 
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The band sings a Prayer for blessing 
 
Bless them on the path on which they go 
Bless them wherever they may be 
Bless them in all things You desire from them 
Oh God, bless them, all of their days 
 
Father make them a blessing 
Do not pass them by 
Rain on them with Your Spirit, Lord 
Jesus walk with them 
As the Spring of life 
That rises deep inside them 
Bring a stream of blessings 
So You will be glorified 
 
Bless us in our faith and life 
Bless us when we spread hope and love 
Bless us and let us be a blessing to others 
O God, bless us in all eternity 
 
Father make us a blessing 
Here in the desert 
Waiting for your mild rain 
So the living water may spring forth from us 
With our hearts full of peace 
We are close to each other and bless each other 
Sharing in Your love 
So that we may spread your blessings 
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Closing prayer and benediction  
 
When the bride and groom leave the church, the band plays: 
 
Our help – Sela 
 
Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
He who created heaven and earth will not abandon what He 
started 
Grace and peace of God the Father, 
Through Jesus, His Son, Emmanuel 
He lives in us with His Spirit 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
Amen 
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